8:30 a.m. in person
& 10:30 a.m. in person
or livestream on Facebook

Sunday Worship:

We are a nurturing, vibrant
congregation, reaching out
to the community and
standing as a beacon
of Christ’s love
and promise.

Visit us at:
www.fpcpburgwv.org
Facebook.com/fpcpburg

Phone: 304-422-5426
Fax: 304-428-0372
E-mail: office@fpcpburgwv.org

Presbysterian
Church
1341 Juliana Street
Parkersburg, WV 26101
July 2022

If you would like to be added to either our email or postal mailing list, please
contact the church office to leave your name and preferred contact information.
304-422-5426 or office@fpcpburgw.org

Newsletter Article Deadline is the 15th of each month
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When I was young, I regularly
spent one week in June at
Montreat College, which is
located in the beautiful mountains
of North Carolina. It’s a beautiful
place that I continue to visit, even
as I’ve moved around. I haven’t
been there in a few years, but it’s
a place where God always seems
closer.
I know we can turn to our
Creator in prayer at any point
during the day, confident of the
Spirit’s presence at
all times. And we
should turn to God
regularly, in all situations:
to give thanks for joys we
experience and hear about,
to ask for help in difficult times,
to listen for God’s voice and call
in our lives through scripture,
prayer, silence, etc. Setting aside
time regularly to be in scripture
and prayer is wonderful. Over the
past few months, though, I’ve
gotten caught up in the hustle and
bustle of daily life. As important
as prayer is for me, it’s gotten
pushed to the sidelines. So as I
considered this article, I took
advantage of my office location
and visited the chapel. Sitting in
this small room filled with so
many symbols of God’s presence
with us, listening to the AC fan

blowing slightly, I closed my eyes
and softly sang two songs that
have been meaningful for me over
the years: ‘Sanctuary” and “Open
the Eyes of My Heart.” I can't say
I got any great epiphanies, but the
peace of God’s presence was real.
And I was reminded that God is
indeed always present.
In “A Lover’s Psalm” from his
book Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim,
Edward Hays writes
I hear you [God] in the song of
the birds,
in the gurgle of flowing water,
in the rush of the whisper of the wind.
You are here,
With me and in me
And all around me.

I will often experience God’s
presence more intensely when
I’m in nature. A simple breeze
among the leaves or that gurgle of
flowing water will remind me of
the Spirit’s presence. Sometimes
just being in these locations is
enough, and other times I need to
close my eyes,
breathe in, and
listen; I need to
be intentional
about seeking
God out.
I can’t be the only one who
has these experiences. Jesus
would often get away to pray,
going to Gethsemane, or a
mountain, or even the wilderness.
(Cont’d. on page 9)
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SATURDAY STEWARDS
Each week 8:30 a.m. - noon
Come and join in a time of fellowship as we
carry out various projects inside and outside
of the church.
We meet each Saturday at 8:30 a.m. in
the Harris Room for a light breakfast before
beginning work. Feel free to come and go at
your leisure - any and all help is appreciated.
For more information contact Mike Beckett at 304-588-6203, or
email facilities@fpcpburgwv.org.

(Pastor - Cont’d from page 1)

We also hear about him rising
early or staying behind to get time
alone in prayer.
Sometimes intentional times at
home are enough, whether in our
prayer chair or on a walk or even
in the car. Other times, we need a
little more of a reminder. I’m
thankful for the opportunities to
take those moments, and invite
you to take them as needed as
well. Consider where you find
God more easily and feel free to
go to those places. God will
always go with you, and God will
come back with you as well.

Blessings and Peace,

Pastor Annie

I began my music ministry journey
here at First Presbyterian Church back in
October 2009, and God could not have placed
me at a better church, where music means so
much and witnesses to so many within the
church as well as beyond our walls.

We have experienced so many different
musical events together, from hosting numerous
college choirs and bands to bringing in professional
guest musicians such as composer Joel Raney, Organist Rodney
Barbour, and nationally known pianist Huntley Brown, to name a
few. With each guest musician, we collaborated with other
singers and formed wonderful choirs to sing and witness to our
community. From enjoying guest Gospel groups to having our
own Advent Celebration Concert, God has always been at the
center of our music ministry. For all of the above endeavors, as
well as our weekly services together, I am forever grateful.
I have been in music ministry for
45 years, and it is now time for me
to begin a new chapter in my life.
Mark and I are overjoyed at
becoming Grandparents and wish
to spend as much time as possible
at spoiling our sweet Andrew.

So, it is with God’s direction that

10:30 ON SUNDAYS
Nursery & Toddler Room
~ Birth through age 4
Children’s Church
~ K - 2nd grade
Kids in grades 3+
~ remain in the Sanctuary
(Kids activity bulletins
inside Sanctuary door)

I am announcing my
retirement effective August 15, 2022. My last Sunday at the organ
will be August 7.

My mind is filled with many memories, and my heart
overflowing with the many blessings of being your Director of
Music. May God’s blessings richly be upon each one of us as we
continue our spiritual journey through life.
Peace and Love to All,
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The Gathering

at Friendship Park
Wednesday, July 6th - 6 p.m.
To celebrate the kickoff of our long-term mission
project at Friendship Park on 13th Street, we are
holding our next Gathering at the park, and have invited folks in
the community to share this meal with us. We are asking the congregation to join us in this effort to reach out to our neighbors
and show them the love of Christ.
The Mission Committee will provide hot dogs, sauce,
condiments, drinks, cookies, and all plates / tableware.
We are asking you to provide side dishes.
Please bring lawn chairs - park seating is limited.
With your help we have been working to clean up the park and
will maintain it throughout the year so the children of our neighborhood have a safe and beautiful place to play. Please help us to
make this event, and the ongoing project, a success!

We are currently collecting items for a Give-and-Take Box of
outdoor toys (bubbles, sidewalk chalk, squirt guns, jump ropes,
frisbees, story books, etc.) to provide summer fun for the families
that utilize this space. You may leave your donated items at the
collection point outside the Sanctuary.
* * * * * * *
If you are interested in working with the Mission
Committee to maintain the park, or in other
ways, please reach out to Morgan James at
304-917-1748, or bibbeemorgan@gmail.com.

Participants in Worship

USHERS
3

July

Justin Bosley
Katie Buchanan
Dalton Cork
Amy Rogers

10 Justin Bosley
Mikki Bosley
Dalton Cork
Morgan James

GREETERS
3
10
17
24
31

17 Anne Baker
Katie Buchanan
Jim & Becky McGinnis
24 Amy Leach
Ann Leach
Mike & Barbara Lucas

31 Mikki Bosley
Bob & Rita Fish
Kathy Hinkley

Katie Buchanan
Joyce Boso
Carolyn Rings
Carol Sanders
Yvonne White

LITURGISTS
3
10
17
24
31

Please consider hosting a Sunday
Coffee Hour. You may sign up on
the list outside the Harris Room.
The Presbyterian Women provide all the
coffee/tea & supplies. You may need juice
(check supply first) and a light snack.
Coffee hour is10:00 -10:25, ending before
Worship begins. To ensure coffee is ready,
you should arrive by 9:30.
If you have any questions see or contact
Yvonne White @304-422-1104.

Kathy Hinkley
Justin Bosley
Carol Sanders
Morgan James
Barbara Lucas

“In the cause of
freedom we have
to battle for the
rights of people
with whom we do
not agree. ... If we
do not defend their
rights, we endanger
our own.”
—Harry Truman
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Happy Birthday!
Dave Karr
Barbara Lucas
Juli Springer
Brandon Holliday
Joyce Boso
Morgan James
Chris Alfred
Judith Smith
Mike Lucas
Coraletta Houck
Amy Sinclair

1st
7th
7th
10th
14th
21st
25th
25th
26th
28th
29th

Ryan Phipps, a graduate in
performance from Marshall
University, will be in concert
in our Sanctuary on
Sunday, July 17, at 7 p.m.
Happy Anniversary!

He will also be sharing his
talent with us during 10:30
Worship that morning, so
make plans to worship with
us and enjoy this
accomplished musician.

Loving God, we thank you — the true Father of our country — for
the blessings of this land and the gifts of cultures around the world.
Prompt us to strive for justice for all, at home and abroad. Remind
us, in the words of the hymn, that “this is our Father's world” and
that your goodness prevails. Amid tragedies and conflicts, guard us
against despair. Help us focus on the kindness evident daily: from
generous neighbors to conscientious public servants (because most
are). On Independence Day and every day, “O let
[us] ne’er forget that though the wrong seems oft
so strong, God is the Ruler yet.” Amen.
—Sandy Hyland

Harmar Place
Carol Watson

~~~~~~~

July 17
7 p.m.

Be sure to join us for 10:30
worship on Sunday, July 24, for
a day of very special music. The
Juliana Ringers will play two
numbers, including a special bell
piece arranged by Doug Anderson. There will also be extra vocal
selections, as well as piano and organ offerings.
July 24 will be Doug Anderson’s last Sunday with us
before Amy Sinclair retires; then he will be
traveling to Virginia to become a new grandpa!

ResidentS
The Willows
Mary Anne Danser

Ryan has played for us during
worship several times in the
past and we are excited to
welcome him again.

Cello
Concert

Jennifer Clegg - May 28
Holmes “Butch” Shaver - June 14

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THEN AS WE WORSHIP THE LORD
IN OUR MUSIC!!

2022
Sunday
26

3

Monday
27

Tuesday
28

Wednesday
29

...if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, pray, seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
--2
2 Chronicles 7:14
Communion

8:30 AM Worship
9:15 AM Session Meeting
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
10:15 - Coffee with the Pastor
10:30 AM Worship

10

4 Independence Day
Office closed

11

8:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
10:15 - Coffee with the Pastor
10:30 AM Worship

17

12

30

Friday
1 OFFICE CLOSED

7

2:00 PM Staff Meeting
5:00 PM Financial Mgmt.
6:00 PM The Gathering
at Friendship Park

7:15 PM Boy Scouts

13

14

8 OFFICE CLOSED

19

15 OFFICE CLOSED

20

24

25

8:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
10:15 - Coffee with the Pastor
10:30 AM Worship

7:00 PM Parkersburg
Pride Mtg.

31

1

26

21

22 OFFICE CLOSED

6:30 PM Juliana Ringers
7:15 PM Boy Scouts
7:30 PM Sanctuary Choir

27

28

3

4

16

23
8:30 AM Saturday
Stewards
6:00 PM HA Mtg.

29 OFFICE CLOSED

7:15 PM Boy Scouts

2

9

8:30 AM Saturday
Stewards
6:00 PM HA Mtg.

7:15 PM Boy Scouts

5:00 PM Worship &
Celebration Comm.
6:00 PM Anniversary
Celebration Planning
7:00 PM Facilities Mgmt.

2

8:30 AM Saturday
Stewards
6:00 PM HA Mtg.

Newsletter Deadline

18

Saturday
8:30 AM Saturday
Stewards
6:00 PM HA Mtg.

6

4:30 PM Founders’ Trust
6:00 PM Session meets

8:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
10:15 - Coffee with the Pastor
10:30 AM Worship
7:00 PM Cello Concert

8:30 AM Worship
10:00 AM Coffee Hour
10:15 - Coffee with the Pastor
10:30 AM Worship

5

Thursday

30
8:30 AM Saturday
Stewards
6:00 PM HA Mtg.

5

6

